
April 27, 19% 

Hon. Kenneth A. Roberts 
House Office Building 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Representative Roberts: 

This week’s Reporter Magazine carries a splendid article by 
Daniel HoynIhan “Epidemtc on the Highways”. I was delighted to 
read of the work your subcommittee has been doing on the problem 
of traffic safety. It seems ridiculous that this immense and 
tragic disease should have so little attention from a fundamental 
s tandpot nt. I would be very interested to be on the mall Ing list 
of your subcommittee for Its findings as they are pub1 ished. 

Hr. Hoynlhan’s article indicated that, to put it mildly, you 
have had some difficulty in obtaining industry cooperation. This 
fs perhaps more understandable in vfew of tts competjtlve operations 
but thfs can hardly be tolerated as a hindrance to constructive action. 
I t seems to me however, that your.subcomnlttee should have tremendous 
leverage on the industry If tts own rnvestlgatrons on the relative 
safety factors of different vehicles were published. Indeed one wonders 
whether the American publ Ic Is not entitled, as a matter of right, to 
the conclusions from the study financed by the Armed Forces Eptdemlological 
Board conducted by Dunlop Associates. I might mention that I had tried 
some few bears ago to look for similar statistics from the records 
of the Motor Vehicle Department of the State of Wlsconsln but was not 
surprised to find that they were not available in a useable form to 
discern any pattern of injury traceable to specific makes of vehicles. 
In any case, gross statistics might be misleading since a different 
sample of the populatlon Is likely to be driving a Jaguar as compared 
to a Ford but this should not be an excuse for concealing from critical 
Investigators. 

Permit me, at any rate, to offer my wholehearted support for 
your program of federal regulation of automotive safety standards. 
Of course this is a responsibility which the states should share 
but even as Commfssloner Larson (Wfsconsln) has written to me, “I am 
sure you ~111 agree that legisiatton of this type to be most effective 
and equitable to the people of all states must be eflnacted at the federal 
level .‘I 

Yours s f ncerel y, 

Joshua Lederberg, 
Executfvo Head 
Department of Genetlcs 


